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his wife, Lynne, as we commemorated the— 
a day that really helped—or it did define our 
Nation, which is 9/11/2001. We also had a 
church service earlier, and I thank particu-
larly the Speaker and the leader for being 
there as well. 

Secondly, all of us around this table are 
saddened by the loss of Congressman Paul 
Gillmor. Congressman Blunt has just come 
from his memorial service. All of us offer our 
prayers to the Gillmor family during this dif-
ficult time. 

And finally, I’ve asked the leadership to 
come and share their thoughts about Iraq. 
As I mentioned, we’ve had a series of hear-
ings where our commander on the ground 
and Ambassador in Iraq have talked about 
a way forward. I think it’s very important be-
fore I make up my mind that I consult with 
the leaders of the House and the Senate. I 
thank the Members for coming and giving 
me their honest appraisal of whether they 
think we can find common ground or not 
and how they think we ought to proceed. 

So thank you for coming; appreciate you 
being here. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3 p.m. in the Cabi-
net Room at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Gen. David H. Petraeus, USA, 
commanding general, Multi-National Force— 
Iraq. 

Statement on the Death of 
Prime Minister John Compton of 
Saint Lucia 
September 11, 2007 

Laura and I offer our condolences to the 
people of Saint Lucia on the death of Prime 
Minister John Compton. The father of Saint 
Lucia’s independence, Sir John was an elder 
statesman of the Caribbean. We will miss his 
vision and leadership, and we extend our 
deepest sympathies to his family. 

Message on the Observance of 
Ramadan 
September 7, 2007 

I send greetings to Muslims observing 
Ramadan in America and around the world. 

Ramadan, the holiest days of the Islamic 
faith, begins with the first light of dawn and 
commemorates the revelation of the Qur’an 
to the prophet Muhammad. During the days 
of fasting, prayer, and worship, Muslims re-
flect and remember their dependence on 
God. Ramadan is also an occasion for Mus-
lims to strengthen family and community ties 
and share God’s gifts with those in need. 

America is a land of many faiths, and our 
society is enriched by our Muslim citizens. 
May the holy days of Ramadan remind us 
all to seek a culture of compassion and serve 
others in charity. 

Laura and I send our best wishes. Rama-
dan Mubarak. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: This message was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on September 12. An origi-
nal was not available for verification of the content 
of this message. 

Proclamation 8175—National 
Hispanic Heritage Month, 2007 
September 12, 2007 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Hispanic Americans have strengthened 

our country and contributed to the spirit of 
America. National Hispanic Heritage Month 
is an opportunity to honor these contribu-
tions and celebrate the rich cultural tradi-
tions of our Hispanic-American community. 

Hispanic Americans have helped establish 
America as a place of freedom and oppor-
tunity, and their contributions have illus-
trated what is best about our great Nation. 
Their hard work, love of country, and deep 
commitment to faith and family have shaped 
the character of our country and helped pre-
serve the values we all cherish. By sharing 
their vibrant culture and heritage, Hispanic 
Americans have also enriched the American 
experience and helped define the unique 
fabric of our Nation. 

Americans of Hispanic heritage have car-
ried on a proud tradition of service to our 
Nation. In times of great consequence, they 
have answered the call to defend America 
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